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RESILIENCY WORKSHOP
CLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Classified professionals were treated to a Resiliency Workshop presented by Nikita Gupta,

a certified Life Coach from UCLA. She shared self-care practices such as the Self-Care

Wheel, the Body Map, and Embodiment to bring the attendees into a restoration circle.

We discussed how these can help us through life's challenges and uncertainties. With

breakout rooms, classified professionals had a chance to talk in small groups and share.

The overall experience was positive and classified pros thanked Nikita for her guidance.

CLASSIFIED
SENATE
The Community of Classified Professionals

Follow Us on Social

Media:

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

INSTAGRAM



NEW JOB NEWS
DESIREE WAGNER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT IV

Desiree Wagner began working at Norco

College on January 17, 2018 as a Grants

Administrative Specialist. During her role

in Grants, she has been able to travel,

present, and exhibit at several national

conferences. Desiree has worked with

industry professionals and educators on

the latest trends and technologies that

are transforming supply chains.

"She started out at Norco College as a

student who graduated in 2012 with an

associate's degree in Social and

Behavioral Studies. During her time as a

student, she participated in the Study

Abroad Program going to Florence, Italy.

She was part of the Puente and EOPS

programs as well as volunteering for the

Upward Bound Summer Bridge Program

and Commencement ceremony.

 A personal quote that Desiree goes by is

"You never get a second chance to make

your first impression." And she has done

that consistently with becoming a part

of the NC family right away. She was one

of the newest members to participate in

Staff Development Day and actively got

involved on campus. She's a member of

CSEA 535, Grants Committee, Social

Activities Committee, and the Classified

Professional Development Committee,

which plans for classified professional

development workshops and Staff

Development Day. 

Desiree lives in Moreno Valley with her

husband Brian and their two small dogs.

She loves traveling, cooking, and baking.

She also spends time volunteering at her

church, Moreno Valley United Methodist

Church and the WLC Committee.

Recently, Desiree had the opportunity to

apply for a vacant position in Strategic

Development. She received the news

that she got the Administrative Assistant

IV position and would be promoted! 

Congratulations Desiree!
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RETIREMENT NEWS
JIM BECKHAM, SENIOR OFFICER

Jim Beckham was a Reserve Officer in

1989/1990 with RCCD. He was hired full-

time and assigned to Norco College

when it opened in March 1991. It was a

very small college at the time. He spent

a few years here before being rotated to

RCC in 2005 but he always worked the

special events at NC. He was rotated

back in 2015 and to him it felt like a

homecoming. Jim had seen huge

growth from when he first started to

when he came back. There were a lot of

new faces. He has enjoyed working

Halloween Town (now called Harvest

Festival) and seeing the community and

kids having a good time He remembers

the Norco College Western Round-Up

with its carnival games, music, and

horses fondly.  He's had a few mentors

over the years but the most memorable

was Chief Lee Wagner, who was his

chief until approximately 2005. Jim felt

he was a good guy, who stayed in good

shape, and shared his experience with

the team. Jim learned a lot from

different officers over the years. "You

learn something every day in this job.

No one knows it all."

He was able to help and protect a lot of

staff and students over the years. He 

 felt a satisfaction from protecting

people and making them feel safe.

Before his career began, he served in

the Army from 1983-1986 as a

Paratrooper in an Airborne Infantry

Battalion stationed in Vicenza, Italy. In

1996, he graduated from RCC with an

associate's degree in criminal justice.

Jim is retiring after 30 years with RCCD

and is looking forward to traveling,

home projects, and living life. He's

planning on trips to Italy and Europe

as well as many states in the U.S. His

advice to us all: "Hang in there. I've

really enjoyed working at RCCD and

made lifelong friends." Congrats Jim!



What's Happening?
CLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY

June was filled with endings. The ending of

the spring semester/academic year and a

feeling of accomplishment that we did it

even though it was challenging. Saying

goodbye to our students, while not being

able to congratulate them in person and

see them in their caps and gowns. So we

reminisced about our own graduations and

shared photos on social media.

We said goodbye and happy retirement to

our classified professional retirees: Elaina

McDonald in Facilities with 9 years of

service, Susan Bell in Food Services with 19

years of service, and Jim Beckham who has

29 years of service in college police. 

Several of the Classified Senate members

were able to attend the virtual Classified

Leadership Institute presented by the 4CS

(California Community College Classified

Senate) which featured opening speaker

Chancellor Eloy Oakley! He talked about

the empowerment of classified pros.

And to celebrate the end of the spring

semester, the Social Activities Committee

put together some fun games and the 1st

place winner won a $25 Amazon e-gift

card! Share your pictures, recipes, news,

and birthdays with us. Let's stay connected

with our classified family on social media!

Facebook. Instagram. Twitter.

Upcoming Events:

Guided Pathways for
Classified Pros

July 10
10-11:30am

Racial Injustice, Let's
Talk About It!

July 24
10-11:30am

Classified
Professionals Shared
Governance Forums

July 17 & 31
10-11:30am

www.ncclassifiedsenate.com


