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Classified Senate Held 2019
Classified Professional Event
CELEBRATION EVENT HELD ON MAY 2

The Classified Senate held its first annual Classified Professional of the Year event

on May 2nd and recognized Ruth Jones-Santos, a Student Success Coach, as the

2019 Classified Professional of the Year. Ruth's family as well as her co-workers,

classified professional colleagues, and students from the Phoenix Scholars

program were all in attendance to appreciate Ruth. There were tears, smiles,

applause, flowers, food, and more.

 

The event opened with a musical performance by Norco Music student Damian

Navarro before the spotlight turned to Ruth and her embodiment of the

recognition of being selected as the Classified Professional of the Year. She

received her award, balloons, and flowers from the Classified Senate and was

also recognized by CSEA, ASNC, and Norco College.  

 

Congratulations Ruth!
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
DANIEL JESUS GRAJEDA, COUNSELING CLERK

Daniel Grajeda came to Norco College

as a student in  2009 expecting to earn

a certificate. He never expected to

receive an associate's degree. At the

college, he met those who would

become his first mentors in higher

education - Koji Uesugi, Leona

Crawford, and Sylvia Livingston. 

 

"De corazon, gracias" said Grajeda.

 

In 2010, Daniel began working in the

Disability Resource Center and EOPS.

 

"I found this fascinating. Why did they

hire me?" said Grajeda. "The only work

experience I had since a child was

being a construction worker aide aka

chalan. I come from a family of

laborers."

 

Daniel's grandfather was a farm worker

and his father is a construction worker.

He feels that they have much wisdom

in life but had limited formal 

 

education. He is proud of his low socio-

economic background where he is the

oldest of four siblings that has paved

the way by being the first one in his

immediate family to go to college. He is

the first in his extended family to have a

master's degree.

 

His "older sibling who went to college'

was the student support programs such

as EOPS, EOP, and Ronald E. McNair

Scholars program.  Getting to where he

is today had its blessings and obstacles,

where at one point Daniel lived the

better part of an academic year in his

car.

 

If Daniel isn't hiking, he can be found

welcoming students in Counseling. He

recently earned his master's degree in

Counseling with PPS credential at Cal

Baptist University and will begin

teaching Guidance courses at NC in the

fall semester.  Congratulations Daniel!

 

 

If you're interested in
joining the email list,

please email your
personal email

address to:
ncclassifiedsenate@

gmail.com to be
added to the email
communications.

www.ncclassifiedsenate.com



EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
ANGELA AGUILAR, COLLEGE RECEPTIONIST

The Class of 2019 for Norco College

included one of our very own classified

professionals: Angela Aguilar! Angela

earned her Associate Degree for

Transfer in Spanish and her goal is to

transfer to University of California,

Riverside for a bachelor's degree in

science, Ethnic Studies. Her long term

goal is to receive her Master's degree

and become a professor of Chicano

Studies/History. Angela would like to

teach at a community college. 

 

Angela's journey began at RCCD in 2015

at Moreno Valley College as a

CalWORKS and EOPS/Care student. In

fall 2016, she was the recipient of the

Athena Leadership Scholarship. She

started as a student worker in the

CalWORKS and Student Health &

Psychological Services departments

where she learned a lot about mental

health and working with marginalized

students.

 

 

"I hold these programs dear to my heart

because they've helped me immensely

in achieving the level of success that I've

reached here at RCCD" said Angela.

 

She feels that the programs have given

her the opportunity to receive her

degree and the necessary tools required

to obtain her current position as a

permanent classified employee. Angela

can be found answering questions, live

chatting with students, and more in her

position as College Receptionist.

 

Congratulations Angela!

 

 

If you would like a
spotlight in the

newsletter or news to
share, send us your

pictures along with a
bio or information

and we'll include you
in a future newsletter.

 
Send to:

ncclassifiedsenate@
gmail.com

www.ncclassifiedsenate.com



What's Happening?
CLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY

Are you following us on social media? If

not, where have you been?! The

Communications Committee has been

busy building a community platform for

classified professionals on the Senate's

social media channels. 

 

We highlighted all of the events from

the Classified Professional of the Year to

Classified School Employees Week to

Commencement. We even had a

contest on who could guess the most

baby pictures sent in by your fellow

classified professionals!  We had some

really good guesses!

.

In May, the Elections Committee

provided their slate of confirmed

nominees who accepted the

nomination. It was Ruth Leal for Chair

and Leona Crawford for Secretary. Per

the Bylaws, with a single nominee, the

nominees are declared elected to the

office by the Classified Senate. These

facilitating positions will begin July 1,

2019 for a two-year term. Thank you to

everyone who made a nomination. 

 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and

Instagram!

Upcoming Events:
 

Senate Meeting
July 11
6pm

Via Zoom
 

Staff Development
Day

August 1
8:30-2:30pm

 
Summer Social

August 6
1pm

www.ncclassifiedsenate.com


